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6) S Claim(s) 21-25 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) H The drawing(s) filed on 09 March 2004 is/are: a)S accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Detailed Action 



Claims 1-20 have been canceled. Claims 21-25 have been added and are pending. 

Drawings 

The drawing proposals have been considered and are accepted. Formal drawing 
submission is still required. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21-25 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kihara et al (GB 2,351 ,81 9 A) in view of Ando et al (USP 6,658,200). 

As per claim 21 , Kihara teaches a semiconductor memory card comprising: a 
plurality of audio objects composing an audio track (page 4, line 10); and a plurality of 
pieces of management information in a one-to-one relation with the audio objects, (page 
35, lines 1-15) wherein each piece of management information includes attribute 
information (page 37, lines 1-10), wherein each piece of attribute information shows that 
a corresponding audio object is (a) an entire audio track, (b) a first part of an audio 
track, (c) a middle part of an audio track, or (d) an end part of an audio track, and 
wherein each audio object is restricted to such a playback time that a number of pieces 
of entry information for a corresponding audio object does not exceed a predetermined 
number (pages 37-52). 

Kihara et al are silent in expressly disclosing each piece of management 
information includes a time search map wherein each time search map includes a 
plurality of pieces of entry information showing internal positions within a corresponding 
audio object at predetermined intervals. Ando et al teach each piece of management 
information includes a time search map (column 5, lines 1-25) wherein each time search 
map includes a plurality of pieces of entry information showing internal positions within a 
corresponding audio object at predetermined intervals (column 5, lines 1-25 and column 
8, lines 43-65). Ando et al teach that the audio files are addressable via a time interval 
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and not just via audio segments. This allows the user to input or select where in the 
audio track he/she wants to play from. This feature would be advantageous to Kihara et 
al's system in which audio that is to be previewed before purchasing because the user 
could then specify what time interval of the audio song he/she wishes to hear. In view 
of this, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ the teaching Ando et al of within the system of Kihara et 
al because it would provide a more flexible previewing of audio material. 

As per claim 22, Kihara teaches a playback apparatus for a semiconductor 
memory card having recorded thereon a plurality of audio objects composing an audio 
track in one-to-one relation with a plurality of pieces of management information, said 
playback apparatus comprising: a memory (Figure 1, element 40); a reading unit 
operable to read from the semiconductor memory card into said memory, a piece of 
management information corresponding, to one audio object (Figure 1, element 30); a 
playback unit operable to play back the audio object according to standard playback or 
intermittent playback (Figure 1, element 18 and page 3, lines 1-10); and a control unit 
operable to control, when, playback of the audio object has finished, said reading Lim to 
read into said memory, a piece of management information of an audio object to be 
played back next (page 16), wherein each piece of management information includes a 
and attribute information, wherein attribute information shows that a corresponding 
audio object is (a) an entire audio track, (b) a first part of an audio track, (c) a middle 
part of an audio track, or (d) an end part of an audio track (pages 37-52), and wherein 
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when playing back the audio object according to intermittent playback that is a mode 
where (i) playback the audio object for a first period and (ii) skipping the audio object for 
a second period, are repeated, said playback unit specifies an address of an internal 
position from which playback after a skip is to start, with reference to the time search 
map having read into said memory (page 3, lines 1-10). 

Kihara et al are silent in expressly disclosing each piece of management 
information includes a time search map wherein each time search map includes a 
plurality of pieces of entry information showing internal positions within a corresponding 
audio object at predetermined intervals. Ando et al teach each piece of management 
information includes a time search map (column 5, lines 1-25) wherein each time search 
map includes a plurality of pieces of entry information showing internal positions within a 
corresponding audio object at predetermined intervals (column 5, lines 1-25 and column 
8, lines 43-65). Ando et al teach that the audio files are addressable via a time interval 
and not just via audio segments. This allows the user to input or select where in the 
audio track he/she wants to play from. This feature would be advantageous to Kihara et 
al's system in which audio that is to be previewed before purchasing because the user 
could then specify what time interval of the audio song he/she wishes to hear. In view 
of this, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ the teaching Ando et al of within the system of Kihara et 
al because it would provide a more flexible previewing of audio material. 
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As per claim 23, Kihara et al teach a recording apparatus for recording a plurality 
of audio objects composing an audio track onto a semiconductor memory card, said 
recording apparatus comprising: an encoder operable to successively encode input 
signals received from outside said recording apparatus to generate audio frames 
(Figure 1, element 12); a generating unit operable to generate, whenever said encoder 
has generated a predetermined number of audio frames, a piece of entry information 
showing a start position of the successively generated audio frames (Fig 10A); and a 
writing unit operable to write, whenever said generating means has generated a 
predetermined number of pieces of entry information, the audio frames having been 
generated, onto the semiconductor memory card as one audio object together with 
management information (page 37, lines 14-16), wherein the management information 
includes attribute information, and wherein the attribute information shows that a 
corresponding audio object is (a) an entire audio track, (b) a first part of an audio track, 
(c) a middle part of an audio track, or (d) an end part of an audio track (pages 37-52). 

Kihara et al are silent in expressly disclosing each piece of management 
information includes a time search map wherein each time search map includes a 
plurality of pieces of entry information showing internal positions within a corresponding 
audio object at predetermined intervals. Ando et al teach each piece of management 
information includes a time search map (column 5, lines 1-25) wherein each time search 
map includes a plurality of pieces of entry information showing internal positions within a 
corresponding audio object at predetermined intervals (column 5, lines 1-25 and column 
8, lines 43-65). Ando et al teach that the audio files are addressable via a time interval 
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and not just via audio segments. This allows the user to input or select where in the 
audio track he/she wants to play from. This feature would be advantageous to Kihara et 
al's system in which audio that is to be previewed before purchasing because the user 
could then specify what time interval of the audio song he/she wishes to hear. In view 
of this, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ the teaching Ando et al of within the system of Kihara et 
al because it would provide a more flexible previewing of audio material. 

As per claim 24, Kihara et al teach a playback method for playing back data from 
a semiconductor memory card, the semiconductor memory card having recorded 
thereon a plurality of audio objects composing an audio track in one-to-one relation with 
a plurality of pieces of management information (page 35, lines 1-15), said playback 
method comprising: reading, from the semiconductor memory card into a memory, 
management information corresponding to one audio object (Figure 1, element 40); 
playing back the audio object according to standard playback or intermittent playback; 
and controlling (page 3, lines 1-10), when playback of the audio object has finished, 
said reading to read into the memory, a piece of management information of .an audio 
object to be played back next (page 16), wherein each piece of management 
information includes attribute information, wherein attribute information shows that a 
corresponding audio object is (a) an entire audio track, (b) a first part of an audio track, 
(c) a middle part of an audio track, or (d) an end part of an audio track, and wherein 
when playing back the audio data according to intermittent playback that is a mode 
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where (i) playback the audio data for a first period and (ii) skipping the audio data for a 
second period, are repeated, said playing back specifies an address of an internal 
position from which playback after a skip is to start, with reference to the time search 
map having read into the memory (page 3, lien 1-10). 

Kihara et al are silent in expressly disclosing each piece of management 
information includes a time search map wherein each time search map includes a 
plurality of pieces of entry information showing internal positions within a corresponding 
audio object at predetermined intervals. Ando et al teach each piece of management 
information includes a time search map (column 5, lines 1-25) wherein each time search 
map includes a plurality of pieces of entry information showing internal positions within a 
corresponding audio object at predetermined intervals (column 5, lines 1-25 and column 
8, lines 43-65). Ando et al teach that the audio files are addressable via a time interval 
and not just via audio segments. This allows the user to input or select where in the 
audio track he/she wants to play from. This feature would be advantageous to Kihara et 
al's system in which audio that is to be previewed before purchasing because the user 
could then specify what time interval of the audio song he/she wishes to hear. In view 
of this, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ the teaching Ando et al of within the system of Kihara et 
al because it would provide a more flexible previewing of audio material. 

As per claim 25, Kihara et al teach a recording method for recording data onto a 
semiconductor memory card, said recording method comprising: successively encoding 



Application/Control Number: 09/580,601 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2131 

an input signal received from an external source to generate audio frames (Figure 1 , 
element 12); generating, whenever said successively encoding has generated a 
predetermined number of audio frames (Fig 10A), a piece of entry information showing 
a start position of the successively generated audio frames; and writing, whenever said 
generating has generated a predetermined number of pieces of entry information, the 
audio frames having been generated, onto the semiconductor memory card as one 
audio object together with management information (page 37, liens 14-16), wherein the 
management information includes attribute information, and wherein the attribute 
information shows that a corresponding audio object is (a) an entire audio track, (b) a 
first part of an audio track, (c) a middle part of an audio track, or (d) an end part of an 
audio track (pages 37-52). 

Kihara et al are silent in expressly disclosing each piece of management 
information includes a time search map wherein each time search map includes a 
plurality of pieces of entry information showing internal positions within a corresponding 
audio object at predetermined intervals. Ando et al teach each piece of management 
information includes a time search map (column 5, lines 1-25) wherein each time search 
map includes a plurality of pieces of entry information showing internal positions within a 
corresponding audio object at predetermined intervals (column 5, lines 1-25 and column 
8, lines 43-65). Ando et al teach that the audio files are addressable via a time interval 
and not just via audio segments. This allows the user to input or select where in the 
audio track he/she wants to play from. This feature would be advantageous to Kihara et 
al's system in which audio that is to be previewed before purchasing because the user 
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could then specify what time interval of the audio song he/she wishes to hear. In view 
of this, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ the teaching Ando et al of within the system of Kihara et 
al because it would provide a more flexible previewing of audio material. 



Conclusion 



Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael R Vaughan whose telephone number is 703- 
305-0354. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 703-305-9648. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
MV 

Michael R Vaughan 

Examiner ^ 
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